
 
 

ATYC NEWSLETTER -– JULY  2018 
 

This is the ATYC Newsletter which will be sent out to Clubs on a regular basis. It can be used as an 

ATYC Club Noticeboard and can carry such items as a Club’s major event or a short news story. 

Contributions should be sent to me. Mike Chambers 

 

RALLY RALLY RALLY RALLY RALLY RALLY 
Planning for the Kingston Rally is well advance. As well as the competition 

and the social elements we will have ‘inter club ‘dragon boat’  racing as 

well as demos from the RNLI. Don’t forget the fantastic shopping that can 

be found in nearby Kingston. All combines to make a great weekend with 

something for everyone! The booking forms have been sent to Clubs and 

the closing date is 13 Aug but sent in the sooner the better.  

Security for both evenings has been booked. 

 

Club Bookings Procedure. The EA have announced the introduction of a procedure for club 

bookings for lock moorings. The procedure involves advance booking and payment and a 

non-refundable £50 booking fee. Whilst ATYC have welcomed the procedure in principal, 

we have objected to the £50 booking fee and to some of the procedural elements. The 

procedure is due for review at  the end of the year. Note that currently single bookings cannot 

be accepted and are on a first come first served on the arrival day. 

 

Registration Fees to Rise. The EA are proposing to increase the Thames registration fees by 

another 5.7% for 2019; the proposal is subject to a ‘consultation’ but it is unlikely that even 

strong arguments against will have any effect. The proposal will be debated by the various 

boating organisation and pressure will continue to be brought on the EA to seek alternative 

income streams.  

 

Ship’s Radio Licence. A reminder that Ofcom licensing ensures that radio equipment used 

on board ships does not cause undue interference to other communications equipment and is 

operated by competent persons. Failure to hold a valid licence is a criminal offence and 

Ofcom's enforcement team can impose on-the-spot fines. The maximum penalty on 

conviction is a £5,000 fine and/or a six-month prison sentence. Those convicted may also be 

ordered to forfeit any radio apparatus used illegally. This requirement is in addition to the 

requirement to hold a valid VHF operator’s licence before using a marine VHF radio.  

 

Boaters Fined. 3 Thames boaters have been fined and over £1000 in registration fees 

recovered following recent court action. No further details are available at present 

PLEASE DISTRIBUTE WIDELY TO YOUR MEMBERS AS WELL ON YOUR NOTICE BOARDS 
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