
 
 

ATYC NEWSLETTER -– SEPTEMBER  2018 
 

This is the ATYC Newsletter which will be sent out to Clubs on a regular basis. It can be used as an 

ATYC Club Noticeboard and can carry such items as a Club’s major event or a short news story. 

Contributions should be sent to me. Mike Chambers 

 

EA Charges Consultation. The EA have published the numbers who responded to their recent 

consultation on registration charges. Out of the over 8000 private boats registered on the Thames and 

an unknown number of unpowered boats such as canoes etc only 159 bothered to respond. This is a 

very poor showing and makes it very difficult for those fighting the increase. ATYC have written to 

the Chairman of the EA urging for the EA to actively pursue alternative income streams thus lifting 

the financial burden from the boater. The letter can be found in the ATYC website. 

 

Overhanging Trees. There have been numerous complaints this year (and in previous years) 

regarding overhanging trees. The matter is regularly raised with the EA and in in response to the 

ATYC asking it to be raised at the forthcoming TNUF meeting the EA have stated ‘We do not have a 

programme of tree works planned at this point, and we are dealing only with essential reactive works 

for which we have a small budget, or trees that have been assessed to be a risk to public safety.  The 

trees affecting the boats on the islands in the Maidenhead Reach are the responsibility of the Royal 

Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead. This is not our land. Some tree work was completed before 

Operation Lyceum in May at Romney Lock and we have received no complaints from the passenger 

boat operators in the area or photos of specific problem trees from users. Any works carried out by 

riparian owners would be completed at their discretion and would need to be in accordance with any 

legislation intended to protect habitats and wildlife.  For example the Wildlife and Country Side Act 

prevents tree work during the bird nesting season February to September unless it is an emergency 

blocking the navigation. Needless to say we are not accepting this! 

 
Rally 2018. The reformatted Kingston Rally attracted 23 boats who enjoyed the weekend despite the 

soggy Sunday. The ATYC committee will be seeking clubs’ views on the future of non-tidal rallies. 

Next year’s Rally will be held in the West India Dock during the August Bank Holiday. 

 
New Webmaster We are delighted to welcome Antony Frasle as the new Webmaster. Antony is a 

computer programmer, a qualified marine surveyor and sails his boats on the South Coast. 

 

Slum Boats and Others. The Government are considering making ‘trespass’ a criminal offence. This 
would make it easier for the EA and landowners to move on those boats who are illegally moored.  

 

Dinner Dance Venue Announced.  The 2019 ATYC Dinner Dance will be held at Bisham Abbey on 16 
March. It is hoped to hold the ticket price at £39.50 and music will be provided by Malcolm Nedd. 
Bed and Breakfast accommodation will be available at £80 per room. 

 
PLEASE DISTRIBUTE WIDELY TO YOUR MEMBERS AS WELL ON YOUR NOTICE BOARDS 
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