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Another three years have cruised by
and Alan has handed over the Com-
modores flag to me. I need a bigger
boat just to fly the flag!

I would like to thank Alan for all his
hard work in keeping the Club on an

even keel during his term of office.
He has helped keep the Club up to
date working on the introduction of
online Paypal payments and by or-
ganising Public Liability insurance
covering all of our Club events and
been working with me to streamline
the Club administration. He has kind-
ly agreed to continue as Club Secre-
tary with the support of Michelle
Larkin and Dot Grafton as
Membership Secretary
and Events Secre-
tary respective-
ly.

I am lucky to
have a very experi-
enced Committee con-
sisting of three ex Commo-
dores so I know together we will be
able to sort most challenges. Thanks
also go to John Raper and Bob Timms
who volunteered to serve on our
Committee.

We will be introducing the option of
paying for Club events by BACS pay-
ments and will be trialling this new
process with Anti foul orders. All
other payments methods will remain
available. Banks have been making it

easier to do BACS payments and so
we will try to move with the times.

Dennis continues to be our "webmas-

ter" and does a great job keeping our
website updated and operational.
Over the coming months he will be
coaching Alan on maintaining the
website so we have more shared
knowledge and additional back up.
As your new Commodore it is an
honour to be able to fly the flag and

I will endeavour to maintain the al-
ready high standards of our Club and
try to make any suggested improve-
ments when possible.

The response to the survey that was
done in the summer suggested that the
Dinner Dance event closely followed
by the themed evening should be
changed. Also, holding events over
the May bank holiday were given as
another reason for non attendance to
events.

With that in mind we have effectively
replaced the Dinner Dance with the

New Commodore Launched

John & Helen Raper

As was said at the AGM it was all
Martin Hiscock’s fault. It was his sug-
gestion that the Club should take some
part in The Great Thames Row, an at-
tempt by a partially sighted Para-Olym-
pian to row down the Thames from
Lechlade to Gravesend pier in under 50
hours!

So Alan, Dennis and the two Jill Hills
(Sea Chimes and Black Sapphire) took
up the gauntlet and arranged to meet
Naomi Riches, the lady in question, and
Liz Charter, the organiser of the In-Vi-
sion Charity of which Naomi is patron,
at Lechlade.

 Continued on page 3

The Great Thames Row
Jill Hill (Sea Chimes)

Treasure Hunt which proved popular and
moved it away from the May bank holiday. If
this change doesn't work we can always be
prepared to change it again.

We are in the process of organising our very
own West Indian dock trip over the week end of
18-19th August 2107. We will keep you in-
formed of progress on the website and by our
newsletter. Dave Hansell is currently communi-
cating with the Canals River Trust on timings
and costs.

We have agreed that the Mooring Lines news-
letter will be issued three times a year - Novem-
ber, April and July with brief articles on past
and future events together with other useful bits
of information.

We did try just using the website for communi-
cating but we agreed that a combination of
communication is better. Continued on Page 2.



New Commodore Launched
Continued from page 1

It will also be interesting to see
how the Facebook exchanges get used
which Michelle instigated and kindly
agreed to manage.

As a committee we will continue to
strive to keep the social side of the Club
in focus rather than just drifting towards
becoming a crane out Club.

 The next event on the horizon is the
Winter break weekend at Eastbourne
and I look forward to seeing many of
you at The Queens Hotel in Eastbourne
for some winter sunshine.

Thanks to all you who continue to sup-
port our Club events that make it the
best Club on the River Thames.

Trevor Matthews (Sandy Dee)

 Saturday, 15 October was
the date for the last “do”of 2016.
For the time of year, the weather
was quite mild which may have
been the reason for the seeming-
ly record number of boats arriving
at the Trout, Lechlade, instead of

people driving up by car.
 The marquees started fill-
ing up early, probably in anticipa-
tion of the food to come.  This was
duly served up, piping hot, by the
staff of the Trout and everyone
seemed to be well satisfied.
While Club members were enjoy-
ing their meal, Pete Watkins, our
entertainer for the night, set up
his equipment.

 Once the meal was over,
the entertainment started and it
wasn’t long before the dance floor
was filled with wildly gyrating
semi-geriatric bodies (and the
younger Members).  What a sight
to behold!!    During the interval,
everyone sang “happy birthday”
to Dennis and he was presented
with a birthday card which every-
body present had signed, in hon-
our of his 75th birthday the
following day.   Then there was
the raffle.  Geoff and Karen had
once again done a grand job find-
ing the prizes.  The only low point
was that I didn’t win and Grace

got the lovely cuddly teddy that I
had my eye on.  Never
mind…..maybe next time I’ll be
lucky.

 Then it was back to the
dancing and, as requested by me,
Pete Watkins played and sang
“Achey Breaky Heart” so that
Dennis and I could show off our
line dancing skills as learnt at the
recent classes we’d been going
to.  A more fun way of getting
exercise than going to a gym!!

 All too soon the evening
was over and people wended
their weary, slightly tipsy (in some
cases), way back to the boats for
a sound nights sleep, perhaps to
dream longingly of next season’s
boating season.   Although there
is the Winter Break at Eastbourne
to look forward to in February –
don’t forget to pay your balance
before 2nd December, the form is
now on Web Site.  See you all
then!!

 Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to all Club
Members.

Jill Hill,
Black Sapphire.

End of Season Party 2016

BOAT NAMES

Having spent a lot of wonderful days
on the river this year between the
Roundhouse at Inglesham and West
India Dock, I got to notice boats and
their names. Many are obviously
named after wives/husbands/children.
Others are river based names.

Some are a play on words. E.g.
Thisledome (This will do me); Me-
ander (Me and ‘er); and a 70 foot
narrow boat named Corrie D’or.

I met the owners of Wisecrack in
Marsh lock. They told me its first
owner was Ernie Wise, the comedian!
What an appropriate name? I love
May Contain Nuts.

Tonka is a small narrow boat at God-
stow, that looks just like a Tonka toy.
There is a Freeman 22 called simply
Free Man.

My favourite by far is Sally Slapcab-
bage, having again been locked in a
lock with its owner. I complimented
him on the lovely name. He told me
the story of his grandmother who
looked after him and was very kind to
him when he could not be with his
parents. His grandmother was down-
trodden all her married life by her
husband, who was constantly berating
her. So to cope with it she invented
Sally Slapcabbage. Every time she got
the blame for something she would
say Sally Slapcabbage did it! So this
chap named his narrow boat after Sal-
ly! What a lovely tribute?

Another owner named his boat Mes-
othelioma, the cancer caused by ex-
posure to asbestos. He sued his former
employer and bought the boat with the
compensation payout!

There must be plenty of other lovely
and unusual stories about boat names.
Do Club members know of any more?

Helen Raper
Gandalf



The Great Thames Row
Continued from page 1

It became obvious that none of them had a clue what
the river was like up at the top end with overhanging
trees, shoals and twists and turns so we took them
out for a trip on Black Sapphire to let them see what
Naomi would be up against. They had something of
a shock, having been used to the wide open reaches
at Marlow!

Once we were
clear on what they
wanted from us,
Alan set about
getting volunteers
to man the locks
on the big day and
a schedule was ar-
ranged.
Many, many
emails went back
and forth over the months and the timings were
changed several times.

The week prior to the row, Naomi and her team did
a practice run from Rushey to Northmoor to see how
they fared on the ‘bendy’ bits in the dark. Black
Sapphire with the four of us on board led the way.
The journey was not easy to say the least but it
proved that they would need to rethink the timings
once again. The result was to move the start forward
by an hour so that they would have some daylight
left for the worst parts.

On the big day, Naomi and her team left Lechlade at
4 o’clock in drizzling rain which soon cleared up.
Black Sapphire, once again with the four of us on
board, went half an hour ahead to warn other river
users and to make sure the locks were ready and also
to hand out witness forms which Guinness required
to verify the record. We also asked that  photos and
video be taken where possible with times of entry
and exit from the lock.

Alan and Dennis were so
proud of the Club, a mag-
nificent turnout of volun-
teers who, together with
our fine lock keepers man-
aged to get Naomi through
the locks in an average of 3
– 4 minutes (they had al-
lowed 6 minutes in their
timing).

Naomi was gaining time all
along the river by the time we reached Osney, which
was where Black Sapphire finally stopped for the
night having done our bit. We saw Naomi through
the lock, wished her good luck for the rest of the
journey down to Gravesend.

Four very tired, but hyped up people then went back
to the boat for something to eat, a cuppa (with a
splash of something in it) and bed.

Jill Hill (Sea Chimes)

Pete & Lynne Bint             Serendipity
Callum Hiscock                   About Time Too
Mel & Jill Hooke                 Molinca
Ray & Dee Riches               Petrina
Malcolm & Chrissie Robey          Lillian Rose
Ron & Pat Sambell             The Silver Isis
Chris & Joanne Souch        Zaira
Adrian & Heidi Swingler  Penny Arcade
John & Gina McNicholas  White Rose

We will be having our usual New Members evening at the beginning of the season to meet and greet our
new members. We now have 115 memberships with 110 Club boats. Quite a sizable fleet! The venue for
the event will depend on what happens at The Swan at Radcot. Hopefully, the new owners will welcome
us to use our “home” pub.

Naomi entering a lock in the dark



Working together to make crane out a success
We were blessed with very good weather to lift
55 boats on to Grafton field. It of course re-
quires quite a bit planning in advance. Dennis
planned the placement of the boats, scheduled
the times and communicated the relevant in-
structions.
The field was pre-
pared the week be-
fore, tidying the
hedging in Crane 1
area and the river
bank in Crane 2
area. Thank you to
everyone who
helped with clear up and also to Andrew Hich-
ens who made sure the field was cut making
field preparations so much easier. We had about
4Ton of hardcore delivered for Crane 2 area
which needed reinforcing for the crane legs. It
helped but a lot more was really required to
make a significant improvement.

We solved the usual puzzle of assembling our
small Club marquee to shelter Tracy and her
team to prepare refreshments. King Lifting were
in place in good time and both Cranes 1 & 2
were on schedule. Helen and Gill called boats
for lifting on Crane 1 & 2 respectively.
Apart from a few minor issues all went to plan
and lifting was completed on both cranes before
4pm. The crane drivers were excellent and con-
sidering the Crane 1 driver had not lifted a boat
before it proved an excellent result.
Following crane out Steve Bullock kindly ar-
ranged a further 20Ton delivery of hardcore to
improve Crane 2 area and access to it. Thank
you for all those who helped move some of it
with shovels, wheel barrows and rakes. Thank-
fully, Pete Bint organised a digger and “wacker”
to complete the job. The foundation for Crane 2
should now be good for several years.

Trevor

An unusual view !

President & Website: Dennis Hill
Black Sapphire

Commodore & Treasurer:   Trevor Matthews
Sandy Dee

Vice Commodore: John Raper
Gandalf

Secretary: Alan Hill
Sea Chimes

Events Secretary: Dot Grafton
 Shimmer

Membership Secretary & face book:
Michelle Larkin   Diana III

Minutes Secretary & Club garments:
Gill Hill   Black Sapphire

ATYC Liaison & Boat Safety: Dave Hansell
Yaw Grace

Fundraising & decorations: Geoff Dickinson
Aquacadabra

Event Support: Bob Timms   Miss Moffattt.

We have been doing tests for the past few
weeks and are now in a position to accept pay-
ments by BACS. The system is similar to using
Paypal except our Club does not get charged
any fees.  As soon as you have submitted your
intention to pay by BACS the Treasurer re-
ceives a notification email as well as yourself.
It is helpful to make the payment from your
account to the SRCC account asap making it
easier for the Treasurer to track your payment

and also you will be less likely to forget to make
the payment.
All other payments such as Paypal and cheques
will remain available. I anticipate that we will
save around £150-£300 per year if a significant
number pay using BACS. If you require any
assistance or have any queries regarding BACS
payments please do not hesitate to contact me.

Trevor

Crane Out October 2016

BACS Payments



Our resident Radcot Lock Keeper Kevin Roberts and his wife Louise retired in
September to cruise away on their narrow boat Oxford Landing. They have been at
Radcot Lock for over 15 years.

All Club members were invited to a BBQ to say
goodbye to them on 13th August 2017.

The weather was kind and they were joined by
family, friends, Lock Keepers and many of our
Club members. It proved to be a lovely evening
under the stars exchanging stories and river tales.

There was no need to worry about getting cold as
head stoker Colin Fisher continued to keep the
fires burning generating enough heat to keep us
all warm for most of the evening.
Our Club

boats were barged out across the full width of
the weir stream and were quite a sight. Soon
after this photo was taken Sandy Dee broke a
throttle cable.
There was no need to worry as Kevin assisted
by Colin towed us back to our mooring at
Radcot using a small pram tender, a rather
comical sight. It’s nice to have friends on the

riv-
er!
 We will see Kevin and Louise at the winter
break in Eastbourne.  For those of you who
don’t know John O’Hara will be the new
resident Lock Keeper at Radcot.

Radcot Lock Keeper Farewell

My Captain and First Mate, I’ll
call them J and H, though not
necessarily in that order, decid-
ed it might be nice to take a
look at Canary Wharf. Being 48
years old, with only a Ford An-
glia engine, I wasn’t sure I’d
cope with the journey. I have no
recollection of going there previ-
ously. J had made what prepa-

rations he could and H had
arranged a stock of supplies
(Gin, Wine etc!).

H recently had a significant
birthday and received many
flowers, which she insisted all
came along for the ride. I was
bedecked with flora for the
grand trip!

We all set off the Saturday be-
forehand, and J had planned
mooring targets. Happily, we
easily achieved these by start-
ing early, mooring late and mo-
toring through lunch.

 Contiued on page 6

MY FIRST BIG ADVENTURE
 by Gandalf



Continued from page 5

After a few days we met up with
my friends Sandy Dee and Black
Sapphire. Not long after, Sea

Chimes joined us, but she had
an overheating engine. (I sym-
pathise.)

We all motored to Kingston,
where we were joined by sever-
al other friends. (Except Sea
Chimes, who decided one en-
gine wasn’t sufficient.) Thursday
evening we all received a pep
talk from Black Sapphire, and
she considered me shipshape.
Little did she know I was cheat-
ing. My Captain and First Mate
have since had an argument
about this!

On Friday morning we all set off
for the Bumpy Bit. At first it
seemed just like my usual river,
but it soon got much wider and
bumpy. My First Mate wasn’t
feeling too good! We passed lots
of famous places and passed
under many bridges. The fast
ferries caused me some pain
and I creaked and groaned a
little. I think it was near Vaux-
hall Bridge that my anchor de-
cided to test the water! H
exclaimed “the anchor’s gone’,
and started to make her way
forward, but decided instead
that J should risk life and limb
and attempt a recovery. She
took control of my helm and

followed Black Sapphire into the
lee of a large barge. Now more
sheltered, J was able to heave
my anchor back on board and
make it secure, which clearly
cable ties alone could not!

The remainder of the journey
was less eventful, but seeing
famous buildings, like Big Ben,
The London Eye and Tower
Bridge was exciting. I had
hoped that Tower Bridge would
wave her arms at me but no
such luck.

To get at Canary Wharf we all
had to go through a very big
lock, under a bridge called
“West India Dock”. Well that
was the name on it. It was a
much bigger lock than I’m used
to. One of my friends, Mobi,
decided she would look out to
sea, which caused much amuse-
ment as all my new friends were
looking at Canary Wharf.

It seemed a long time before I
got tied up. Then J and H went
shopping for more alcohol! They
forgot to bring champagne with
them, so bought some cheap
Prosecco to share. The view of
Canary Wharf from my mooring
was quite spectacular. My crew
put out my folding chairs so
they and others could enjoy the
view. Some of H’s flowers were
also put out to decorate my
newfound patio.

Next morning H wasn’t feeling
well, so she stayed in her ham-
mock longer than most. J and H
did take a gentle walk around
Canary Wharf during the after-
noon. They had a treat laid on
for that evening, courtesy of
many friends, to celebrate H’s
birthday. They thought this to
be more exciting than a barbe-
cue!

Sunday the crew sat around and
talked with friends and drank
some drinks. Then they dressed
up posh for something called a
“Dinner Dance”. Sandy Dee’s
Captain got a special mention
for making some swans using
wool and two sticks.

I was awoken on Monday morn-
ing quite early, then waited ag-
es while one boat, looking much
like me, went down in the big
lock and another, bigger one,
came up. All my new friends
now crowded into the lock for
our return dodgem ride. I don’t
think my friend SeaCelia wanted
to go. Her engine complained,
causing several radio discus-
sions. Me and my little friend
Sandy Dee carried on, but the
naughty RIB boats almost made
me seasick. The big Clipper
boats were being kind to us
though. It was nice to see the
crew of Maximus II waving to
me.

We were all late getting back to
the nice river so my engine had
to work very hard going against
the tide. After that it was all
plain sailing home, except for
the rain on the last day and my
wiper decided to blow its fuse! I
am now resting on my mooring
– I certainly need it!

I’d like to thank all my friends
who looked after me during my
big adventure – I couldn’t have
done it without you.

Gandalf


