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ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS WITH BOATS ON GRAFTON FIELD

CRANE IN
Saturday 1st April 2017

Crane in this year will be in the following order:-

Those boats craned out by crane 1 (nearest to the lock) will be the first to be craned
back in commencing at 0800 hrs

IF YOU WERE CRANED OUT BY CRANE 1

(Nearst to the lock) be on the field by 8:00am

IF YOU WERE CRANED OUT BY CRANE 2

(Farthest from the lock) be on the field by 10:30 - 1100

Old stagers will know the routine, for those of you who don’t, please note the
following:-

● All pallets must be taken to the hard standing area of the field and stacked neatly

● Equipment used and any rubbish must be removed from the field by the end of
the day

● Every 3 years planning consent has to be applied for in order to store boats on
the field. It is given on a temporary basis, should we break the rules we may lose
the site. So make sure you read and abide by the rules and leave the field in a
spotless condition.

● Vehicles must under no circumstances be left (even for a second) on the track or
in the gateways leading to the field or in the lock car park

Remember we are a club. That means we help each other, so let’s make crane in as
successful as crane out was!

Remember, if conditions look doubtful, ie river in flood or high winds are forecast,
phone on the Friday before to check that it is still on. If you need any more info or
have any queries, contact Dennis Hill on 0118 9014359.

 www.radcotcruiserclub.org.uk


Lechlade Treasure Hunt
Saturday 20th May

Come and join us for the
Treasure Hunt around Lechlade

on
Saturday 20th May.

With basket meals and
evening entertainment at the

Trout

Pick up your clues in the garden of
the Trout from John & Helen
“Gandalf” between 10:30 & 11:00
.

The Trout Lechlade

Start Here

Finish Here

Riverside Pub

Finishing at the Riverside Pub.

Food order form will be on
the web site soon.

You can of course just do
the Treasure Hunt if you

wish.

Leisurely stroll around Lechlade

Back to the Trout in the evening for
basket meals and entertainment

from our old friend Pete Watkins,
this year with his daughter.



Winter break – The Queens Hotel Eastbourne
We were blessed with fine weather and the location of the hotel was perfect for exploring the coast around

Eastbourne.
A high percentage of us had spacious rooms with sea views. Carol
Malpass did a great job organising the hotel at a very competitive
price. Most of the 93 of us arrived Friday afternoon and those of
us who chose to drive across the South Downs enjoyed a very
picturesque journey.
The promenade at Eastbourne is great and with the hotel located
close to the centre it was possible to enjoy a walk towards the
Sovereign Marina or west to Beachy Head. A bus stop was close
to the hotel so it was easy to venture off east to Hastings or west
towards Brighton.
There was entertainment every evening and on Friday the male

vocalist / keyboard player tried to cater for most musical tastes. The hotel was quite busy and we shared the
facilities with a couple of coach parties who were expecting to be entertained with motown music. Well, the
male duo provided a variety of songs and jokes but nobody had told them about motown. This disappointed
a few ladies who were dressed in their sparkly outfits for an evening of motown. Apparently the coach
operator had given them the wrong information.
Many of us took the opportunity to uphold the traditional ‘Jill’s Saturday night beach paddle’ which we did
a bit earlier this year due to my condition.  The conditions were almost balmy compared to previous outings.

A few games of bingo were played. Some members disappeared
for a beer or just a rest after all that fresh sea air.  Jackie and Geoff were lucky to win a few games.

Those of us who stayed Sunday were not expecting entertainment in the evening but were pleasantly
surprised when we were able to get some dancing done. For those of us who enjoy a dance this was the best
evening. The singer also had a nice stage presence!

Many thanks to Trevor for the article
and to whoever provided the photos.
Editor



Treasure Hunt  20th May at the Trout Inn Lechlade

This is planned to start at the Trout Inn between 1030-1100hrs and finish at the
Riverside Pub. There will be entertainment in the evening and a meal which will be
bookable on the website. John and Helen Raper are organising the clues and Peter
Watkins along with his daughter will be providing the music. (Booking form will be
available shortly)

A big Thank You
Just a quick update on my health, for those that don’t already know…. My cancer
has returned and this time there is nothing that can be done apart from controlling
the pain.

Obviously this has hit me very hard especially as I was starting to put on a bit of
weight at last and seemed to have practically recovered from the previous bout of
cancer.

Anyway I just wanted to say that I was really NOT looking forward to meeting
everyone at Eastbourne. I’ve now got a bit emotional about it and didn’t want to
face the sympathies of all my friends.

But I need not have worried. I know that Steve Grafton, among others, had spread
the word and everyone was very kind to me.

So, in the end I had an enjoyable weekend, great weather, two chauffeurs (Jill and
Alan) excellent hotel although I didn’t eat much apart from breakfast porridge and
evening soup and thoroughly enjoyed watching Mo hanging on to Trevor for dear
life whilst he was ‘dancing’ with her!

Hope to see you at Crane In.

Dennis

Events on the horizon

Beach Party 24th June at the Ferryman Bablock Hythe

It has been a while since we had a beach party at the Ferryman. Come along and
enjoy a fun evening amongst the palm trees. The band is Evergreen and meals will
be bookable soon on the website. We look forward to seeing you in your casual
beach wear and hopefully it will be sunny enough for sunglasses.



Grafton Crane Out Field

Update on the work that was done on
Grafton field after last crane out. Hopefully
you will have noticed some improvement
in the pot holes etc. The hard core seems
to have settled and compacted nicely,
helped by the fact that this year the field

hasn’t flooded, yet. This should make it
easier to safely position crane 2 where the
ground was getting particularly bad where
the cranes outriggers sit. Another lorry
load may be required before next crane
out, watch this space.

Alan Hill “Sea Chimes”

No Resident Lock Keeper for
Grafton.

Due to Dennis’s ill health I have been
attending, with him, some of the meetings
he goes to as our representative for the
upper river.

On the 10th February we went to a
Customer Charter meeting, at Shepperton,
where, believe it or not, the upcoming
Customer Charter was discussed.  This is
where the Environment Agency states what
level of service we can expect for the year.
At the meeting were representatives of
other river user groups and for the EA,
Barry Russell, Thames Waterways Manager
and Vicky Saunders, Waterways Ops
Manager.

After discussions on various issues it got
round to Resident lock keepers. Barry
Russell stated that his aim was to keep all
the current resident lock keepers and to

replace them as necessary i.e. upon
retirement. He stated all current resident
lock keepers jobs were safe and no further
lock houses would be put up for sale or rent
apart from the handful we already know
about.

Because of access problems at Grafton
lock, it can no longer be rented or used
other than for “operational purposes” i.e.
E A staff only, I asked the question, would
he therefore be putting another resident
lock keeper into Grafton lock house. The
reply was no. Their aim is to try to rent the
house to an E A member of staff, probably
a relief lock keeper. This means that
although there could be a lock keeper in
residence he would not be a resident lock
keeper as he could be sent anywhere
during his working day. That’s the situation
to date.

Alan hill
“Sea Chimes”

Further Update on my ‘duties’

As you know I organise the news letter,
the website, became a member of NABO
(National Association of Boat Owners) so
that I qualified to attend certain
meetings, mainly TUGn (Thames User
Groups navigation) and TNUF Thames
Navigation User Forum. These are the
forums where we can keep reminding
the EA and other bodies that the River
Thames still exists above Osney!

Well although I will carry on as long as I
can Alan has kindly ‘offered’ to take over
all those jobs. I’m really pleased that he
will be continuing to shout for us all at
the top end.

Taking over the website is a bit of a
headache for him and I think he should
be applauded for taking it on although
hopefully I’ll be there to guide for a
while yet.

Dennis







Reproduced with kind permission of Thames Guardian (RTS Magazine)


