
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SRCC Events Calendar for 2019 
See the web site for more details 

April 6th  Crane in 

April 13th New member’s night. At Ye Olde Swan 

May 26th – 27th Lechlade Music Festival 

June 22nd Theme Night. “Henley Ladies Day” 
June 28th – 30th Club tidal rally to Limehouse 

July 27th ** Quiz night. At Ye Olde Swan 

Aug 24th – 27th Kings Lock fun weekend 

Sept 7th AGM At The Ferryman 
Oct 12th End of Season Party. At the Trout 

Oct 19th Crane Out 

** Due to a clash with Radfest & the Fairford air show, quiz                 
night has moved from the 20th to the 27th July 

Your current committee 

Trevor Matthews 
“Sandy Dee” 

Commodore & 
Treasurer 

Bob Timms  
“Miss Moffat II”  

Vice Commodore 

Alan Hill 
“Sea Chimes” 

Secretary & web site 

Dot Grafton 
“Shimmer” 

Event Secretary 

Michelle Larkin 
Bluebell 

Membership Secretary 

Dave Hansell  
“Yaw Grace” 

Boat Safety & ATYC 

Geoff Dickinson 
“Aquacadabra” 

Fund Raising 

Pete Bint 
“ Serendipity” 

Event Support 

Sue Hiscock 
 “ Sue & Buoys” 

Event Support 

Visit us on Facebook 

Next Events :   
 
 

 
6

th
 April Crane in. 

 
 

13th April 
New members Night at Ye Olde Swan 

www.radcotcruiserclub.co.uk    News Letter No 93 March 2019 

A couple of thank you’s 

 

Thanks to Carol Malpass 
 for organising the winter break. See 
the review below.  Carol is now looking 
for hotels for next year. 
 
Thanks to Dave Hansell 

 for organising the boat safety 

bookings. 

 
Thanks to Bob Timms 

 for organising, collecting & distributing 

the antifoul. 

This news letter contains important crane in info. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lock Keepers to Return to Cottages 

The EA have announced that the 4 main lock 
keepers’ cottages at Buscot, Goring, Chertsey 
and Sunbury will no longer be rented out but will 
be occupied by a resident lock keeper. The start 
date for this will be 1 April this year although it 
may be a little time before the cottages are ready 
for occupation. 

Editors Note: Copied from the ATYC web site. 

 

New Members. 

A warm welcome to all our new members. 

 
1. Simon & Gill  “Norval Star”  

2. Annette & Gary  “Miss Behavin”  

3. Louise   “Andiamo”  

4. Colin & Fiona   “Pegasus III”  

5. Chris  “Lillian Rose”  

6. Anthony & Marisa   “Miranda IV”  

7. Nick & Debbie   “Julie Anne”  

8. Mark & Helen   “Mawney Mist”  

9. Rob & Alma   “Tete Blanche”  

 

There will be a new members evening at 

Ye Olde Swan Radcot 

Saturday 13
th

 April from 7:00pm. 

 

This is a very informal evening, a chance for new 

members to meet other members and get to know the 

committee. We will try to answer any questions you 

may have regarding boating. If we don’t know the 

answer we may know a man who does. All new and 

existing members are welcome. 

New members receive a free drink, just a glass not the 

whole bottle. 
 

Recent RUGs Meeting 
 

Along with Bob Timms, Dave Hansell & Alan Graham from SRCC, I attended a meeting of RUGs 1&2 (River 

User Group) at Oxford on the 6th March. 

In attendance from the EA were Seb Cooke, technical officer for the upper Thames team, and Russell 

Robson, team leader for downstream of Kings Lock 

There were several positive responses from the EA.  
It would appear that our constant banging on about the upper reaches being the poor relations is beginning 
to be recognised. They have or are taking on extra staff and lock staff rotas have been changed to ensure 
better coverage. The aim is to give a better service on the upper reaches. We were told that during the 
period 15th May to 16th Sept there should be no double lock manning except in exceptional circumstances i.e. 
sickness or staff being called away to other duties. 
 
Seb Cooke has been very busy on the issue of trees. It’s very early days but he has taken a different approach 
with land owners. It turns out that land owners/farmers could actually make money or at least break even 
on tree management. There are grants available and they are looking into selling the timber to the bio 
industry. He has been talking to lots of groups such as National Trust and other specialists in this field. 
Although as I said it is very early days everyone at the meeting was getting a very positive feeling.  
 
It is planned that starting Friday 8th EA launches will be out checking and replacing shoal marker buoys. 
I have asked for an extra buoy above Eynsham bridge to help protect the moorings there from Anglo Welsh 
boats 
 
There are plans in place for restricted river passage if river levels do not recover. Although some days it 
doesn’t seem like it we have had a very dry 2 year period. If restrictions do have to be implemented then all 
locks will be manned to make sure of best use of water. 
 
Alan Hill 

Steam Boat Sunday 
 
There is to be a steam boat rally on the river 
31st May to 4th June 
At our end the event will take place mostly at 
Lechlade. 8 to 12 boats are expected. 
On Saturday the 1st June they will be at the 
Trout Lechlade where I believe the Trout will 
be holding its annual steam rally. 
On Sunday the 2nd the boats will be motoring 
about at Lechlade based at the Riverside Pub.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Web Site 
The new web site is up and running, although 
I am still tweaking some pages.  
 
You should all have received your passwords 
to log into the members area which contains 
various forms and an abbreviated 
membership list.  All of which are not 
available to non members. 
 
As requested there is a forum where you can 
leave messages and ask for help or leave info 
that may be of use to others. 
Anyone can read messages but you must be 
logged in to post one. 

If anyone has any stories, anecdotes etc that they think might fill a space in a news letter please let me, Alan Hill, know.  

Good wishes to all our ailing members 

It seems to have been a bad winter for some 

of our members on the health front. 

Good wishes and a speedy recovery to all our 

members who have had or are currently 

undergoing or recovering from illnesses and 

hospital treatments. 

Looking forward to seeing you all on the river. 

From the archive. 

Some pictures from the field January 2008 

Printed Polo Shirts 
 
Bob Timms has sourced a new supplier for printed polo 
shirts, tee shirts, fleeces etc with the usual SRCC logo. To 
make it easy members can order and pay direct with the 
supplier with no minimum order. Orders can be collected or 
posted at additional cost.  
Price for a polo shirt is £15 and a fleece £22. Plus postage. 
Bob Says “The quality is extremely good and he will be 
modelling a sample at new members night”. He is working 
with the supplier on a baseball cap design which will be 
available soon. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Winter break at Sand Bay – 15th February 2019 

Many of us had the opportunity to visit tourist attractions on our journey to Sand Bay. The NT house at 

Tyntesfield was a popular choice along with Clevedon pier. 

We arrived Friday afternoon at Sand Bay with clear skies and glorious sunshine. Our check in proved a little 

eventful as the staff were determined not to let us in without Carol Malpass being present. Unfortunately, Carol 

was unable to make it due to her husband John feeling unwell. 

However, a swift call to Carol and she gave the receptionist the “password” to get us in. The site was all at the 

same level which meant we were a little spread out but at least there would be no stairs to negotiate with a few 

drinks aboard. 

Many of us had never stayed at a holiday camp so this was 

going to be a new experience. Our rooms were a little petit but 

were ok for a few nights stay and certainly bigger than most 

boat cabins. A box of fudge and bottle of red wine in the room 

raised a smile.  

Our meals were on a self-service basis with breakfast 8-10am 

and evening meals 5-7pm which was great for flexibility to 

come and go as we pleased. The downside was we were a little 

like ships that passed in the night. 

There were two areas for entertainment which was available every day. One being a pub layout called The 

Queen Vic for quizzes, bottle top bingo (Hoy), cabaret, karaoke and of course a bar. The other entertainment 

area was a sizeable ballroom for dancing to live music from the resident band “4Tune” together with cabaret. 

Entertainment was hosted by the “Blue Coats”. 

Sand Bay is about 3 miles from Weston Super Mare and Saturday morning saw most members making the trip 

by Shank’s pony, bicycle, car and bus. The bus proved the most popular with a service about every 30 minutes.                                                                                                                                                                         

The photo shows Birnbeck Pier which can be seen from the road 

from Sand Bay into WSM. Sadly, the pier is in a very poor state 

but Friends of the Old Pier Society are hoping to raise funds to get 

it restored. 

The weather on Saturday was overcast but at least it was dry and 

pleasant enough for a walk or cycle along the very long 

promenade. Many of us ventured on to the new pier and I know 

some sampled the local ice cream and even a cream tea. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

For the more energetic members who walked or cycled to the southern part of the beach would have 

discovered the mouth of river Axe and Weston Bay Yacht Club at Uphill. 

A small boat flying the Jolly Roger can be seen on the bank of 

the River Axe with Brean Down headland in the background. 

Several members made the walk to the point of the headland 

where they found an old fort built in the 1860s to protect the 

ports of the Bristol Channel. The fort was rearmed World War 

II. 

 

Below are lovely views over WSM bay seen from Bean Down. 

 

Another popular destination was Wells cathedral set in Englands smallest city. Cheddar gorge also proved a 

favourite. Pat can be seen taking a rest before completing the ride to the top. 

A few members made their way to Watchet marina to look at some boats. 

Saturday night passed by and this year nobody took the traditional midnight 

paddle. There were no contenders who could possibly match the swim 

completed by Geoff Dickinson at Eastbourne last year. Get well soon Geoff! 

The Committee had a brief meeting to make a few arrangements for our 

forthcoming events calendar. We also discussed whether we should do another 

Winter break at Sand Bay. The consensus was that whilst the venue offered 

excellent value for money and ample parking it was too large. It made it 

difficult for Club members to meet with so many other people on the site. 

We were blessed with very good weather throughout the weekend which 

made sightseeing much easier. 

I would like to like to thank Carol for organising the weekend and making it possible for over 70 Club members 

to get together before our boats are put back into the Thames. 

A number of our members were unable to attend for health reasons and on behalf of the Committee I wish you 

a speedy recovery and look forward to seeing you on your boats.                                                                Sandy Dee 



 
 

CRANE IN 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 Saturday 6
th

 April 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CRANE 1 (above the slipway). If your boat is in this group please be on the field for 0800hrs. 

CRANE 2. (below the slipway) please be on the field by 1100hrs 

Important notes for crane in. 

This year, in keeping with our commitment to fairness, the plan is to put those boats on crane 1 in first. 

That is the boats upstream of the slipway. They will be lifted, more of less in the reverse order to which they came 

out. i.e. last boat out first boat in. (not set in stone) 

Remember:  take all your rubbish away and check the immediate area around your boat for debris. This saves 

someone else the job of walking the field at the end of a long day to pick litter.   

DO NOT dump any wood, drums, plastic sheets etc anywhere on the field. There is sometimes rubbish near the 

entrance to the field which is nothing to do with us and should not be added to.  

Your chocking timbers and stands should be removed asap.  

Please respect the safety advice.  

 

DO NOT : 

 

Sit or work on your boat whilst the boats around it are being lifted. 

Walk in the lifting area without a hard hat. 

Walk under a boat in the air. 

Walk in the lifting area if you are just observing. 

 

Do: 

 

Keeps pets and children under control. 

Offer to help if you are able. The last boat in needs as much help as the first. 

Take notice if you are asked to move, for safety reasons, by one of the team. 

Park sensibly. 

Remember it is your responsibility to be with your boat and be ready for lifting in. If you or a representative is not 

with your boat it will be lifted in and secured to the bank wherever possible and the club accept no responsibility for 

it thereafter. 

Pre Crane in checks 

 
A few hints for first timers, and 

 reminders for those of us with old timers. 

 

Check your impeller is ok. 

Turn on sea cocks & clean strainers 

Make sure start batteries are charged. 

Make sure fuel taps are on. 

Mooring lines secured. 

Reconnect all pipes before filling domestic 

water tanks.  

River licence is displayed. 

and so on and so on.................. 

Crane in and the weather. 

If crane in is to be cancelled because of adverse weather or river conditions the decision 

will be made by noon on the Thursday before crane in. An email will be sent out to notify 

you asap. If you are in any doubt as to whether crane in will take place of not please 

telephone me Alan Hill 07718060241 or Trevor Matthews 07967560523 

The main things that can lead to cancellation are high winds being forecast (cranes cannot 

operate) or red boards on the river. 

We have to make the decision early, if we wait and cancel on the day we will have to pay  

twice for the cranes. 


