
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

QUIZ NIGHT AT YE OLDE SWAN RADCOT 

                      This Saturday 27th July 2019   

                            Start 7:00pm prompt 

                                   Questions set by  

                     John & Helen Raper “Gandalf” 

                     With Music questions set by 

                       Michelle Larkin “Bluebell”                                                                         

                               Teams of 6, max. 

          The club will not be organising any food 

                         so eat before you come. 

 or choose & pay for your own food from the pubs regular menu. 

Only pub food & drink to be consumed on the premises. 

 

 
 

 

 

SRCC Events Calendar for 2019 
See the web site for more details 

April 6th  Crane in 

April 13th New member’s night. At Ye Olde Swan 

May 26th – 27th Lechlade Music Festival 

June 22nd Theme Night. “Henley Ladies Day” 
June 28th – 30th Club tidal rally to Limehouse 

July 27th ** Quiz night. At Ye Olde Swan 

Aug 24th – 27th Kings Lock fun weekend 

Sept 7th AGM At The Ferryman 
Oct 12th End of Season Party. At the Trout 

Oct 19th Crane Out 

 

Your current committee 

Trevor Matthews 
“Sandy Dee” 

Commodore & 
Treasurer 

Bob Timms  
“Miss Moffat II”  

Vice Commodore 

Alan Hill 
“Sea Chimes” 

Secretary & web site 

Dot Grafton 
“Shimmer” 

Event Secretary 

Michelle Larkin 
Bluebell 

Membership Secretary 

Dave Hansell  
“Yaw Grace” 

Boat Safety & ATYC 

Geoff Dickinson 
“Aquacadabra” 

Fund Raising 

Pete Bint 
“ Serendipity” 

Event Support 

Sue Hiscock 
 “ Sue & Buoys” 

Event Support 

Visit us on Facebook 

Next Events :   
 
 

 
27

th
  July. Quiz Night 

 
24 – 22  Aug. Kings Lock Event 

www.radcotcruiserclub.co.uk    News Letter No 95 July 2019 

This issue contains AGM Information. 

Election & resolution forms are in the members area of 

the web site now 

http://radcotcruiserclub.co.uk/members-area/


 
 

Henley Party at The Ferryman – 21/22nd June 2019 

Club boats started to arrive Friday afternoon with expectation of another nice weekend with friends. Some of us decided to 

check the quality of the beer later that evening. A change of barrel on the 6X was deemed necessary and this was soon 

resolved. 

There was a prize for the best dressed cruiser, so 

Saturday morning was spent decorating the boats. 

Later in the afternoon the landlord of the Ferryman, 

Peter Kelland and his wife Wendy would judge the 

competition. 

Geoff can be seen preparing his bunting on 

Acquacadabra and John on Gandalf hatching a 

cunning plan to find the winning formula. Several 

walkers commented on how nice it was to see the 

boats with their flags and bunting flying.  

Geoff and Karen decorated the hall with a willing team of helpers to hang the bunting, inflate the beloved palm trees and 

blow the balloons. There should have been a few more balloons but Geoff made the mistake of delegating that to the 

Commodore who of course forgot to get them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the hall decorated there was an opportune moment to have a swift Committee meeting to progress planning for our 

next events – quiz night Ye Olde Swan on 27
th
 July and the fun weekend alongside Kings Lock for the August bank holiday. 

It was great that the weather was so nice the meeting was 

held open air and under a very blue sky. With plans in place 

there was time to chill in the afternoon with a cup of tea or 

beer.  

More boats arrived during the afternoon bringing the total 

number of boats bankside to 17. It was nice to see Malcolm 

and Chrissie on their boat Shady Deal. The boat is currently 

undergoing restoration and the interior is certainly a work in 

progress. 

Gandalf was awarded best dressed boat and apparently the 

judges were swayed by the floral decorations on the front of 

their boat. The photographer unfortunately failed to capture 

the fine display. 

 

 

 



 
 

Fred and Robyn Nash made a surprise visit and can be seen 

exchanging boating tales of past boating adventures with the 

crews of Timeout and Stargazer. Fred was planning on being 

a stowaway on the Limehouse trip but thought it might be 

difficult hiding on Sandy Dee.  

It was soon time to get out the Henley gear and find out 

whether it still fitted. The ladies got out their fancy dresses and 

stripy blazers seemed very popular. The photos below show 

Karen and Val in their summer dresses and mid stage is 

Debbie Hunt keeping the barber shop choir in order. Nobody 

told Alan Hill that blue was the colour. Editors note: and 

nobody told the scruffy b- - - - r to do his jacket up.  We never 

did sing the Eton Boating song but after all it was a Henley do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sally and her crew at The Ferryman served the meals in fast time and nearly everyone got the choice they ordered. I have 

had a word with the administrator that if he makes any more errors he will be sacked from his highly paid position. 

Evergreen got the music started about 8.30pm and the dance floor was full all evening. For those of you who don’t know 

John Malpass (keyboards) and his son Shane (Lead guitar) used to own Bosun that lovely wooden Broom cruiser. His grand 

daughter Chloe could be seen dancing for much of the evening. 

John and Helen were presented with their prize of wines for decorating Gandalf. The raffle was soon on us and the usual 

array of interesting prizes were on offer.  

The evening concluded at 11.30pm with the room still rockin’. Good preparation for those boats starting their tidal trip in the 

morning! Thanks to all of you who came along and made it a memorable weekend.  

Sandy Dee. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Engines operating on inland waterways 

Call for evidence. 

The Department for Transport has published a Call for Evidence to 

explore emissions from all engines on vessels operating 

domestically within the UK, including inland waterways. The aim is 

to collect a body of evidence that will allow the Government to 

understand more clearly the extent of emissions from vessels that 

do not currently fall within the scope of environmental 

regulations; and establish if it can do more to address emission 

issues. It is open until 11 January 2020 and you can find it by 

following this link:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/domestic-

shipping-air-pollution-call-for-evidence   

The link has an on line form, if you decide to contribute please 

forward a copy to RUGS1AND2@GMAIL.COM 

WINTER BREAK 

A reminder that the winter break booking 

form is in the members area of the web site. 

We have booked the 
Sandringham Hotel 

Isle Of Wight. 

Friday 28
th

 February to Sunday 1
st
 March 

Plus optional extra days 

Deposits in by  31st August Please 

 

Recent RUGS Meeting. 

Myself, Bob Timms & Alan Graham recently attended a RUGS 1&2 meeting in Oxford. 

RUGS 1&2 (River user groups) runs from Cricklade to Sandford. 

Although we represent 2 areas we are only allowed 1 vote at relevant TNUF (Thames 

Navigation User Forum ) meetings which are attended by EA bosses. To try to improve 

representation from our area of the river it was decided to change the format of rugs 1&2 

to gain an extra vote at relevant meetings.  

The new format will be: 

 RUG 1 will have 2 meetings a year at Lechlade and rug2 will have 2 meetings at Oxford 

with a joint meeting once a year.  

These are open meetings, so the aim is to get more people involved as you will not have 

to travel to Oxford. You can raise any issues regarding boating and the running of the 

river. These meetings will be attended by a representative from the EA. 

The first RUG 1 meeting will be held at The Trout Lechlade on the 13th November. 

I would anticipate a start time of around 7:30 to 8:00 I will confirm when I know. 

 

Seb Cook the technical officer for our area has done a lot of work with farmers & land 

owners regarding trees. In fact he has done more in the last 12 months than anyone has 

done over the last 10 years. I am going to invite him to the AGM to tell you about the 

problems and his progress.  Watch this space.  

 

Alan Hill 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/domestic-shipping-air-pollution-call-for-evidence
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/domestic-shipping-air-pollution-call-for-evidence
mailto:RUGS1AND2@GMAIL.COM


 
 

Limehouse tidal trip 2019 – June 23 – July 8 

After the festivities of the Henley party the evening before, Anya with skipper Fred Martin and first mate Keith Broadberry 

made an unusually early start downstream with London on their mind. 

A more leisurely start was made by the crews of Julie Anne, Sandy Dee and Serendipty. We passed Vicky and Trevor 

Colegate loading up their boat Upstream Girl at Eynsham. They were no doubt being observed by our longstanding 

member Russell Crawford who is our honorary Club harbour master based at Swinford Bridge. If you observe his bungalow 

closely you will see a Swan Radcot Cruiser Club burgee flying high. 

It was nice to be greeted by our very own Vice Commodore Bob Timms at Kings Lock. Pete and Lyn on Serendipity and Pat 

on Sandy Dee can be seen chatting with him lock side. Bob is one of the many volunteers who give their time to make 

boating a more pleasant experience on the river.  

Serendipity was by far the fastest club boat making the trip this year and kindly agreed to act as our safety boat for the 

tidal section of the voyage. Pete was a little embarrassed to be overtaken by Kayaks as we made our passage through 

Oxford. The kayaks were participating in a race. 

 

We all made our way safely down to Kingston Upon Thames where we planned to muster on Thursday afternoon before 

our tidal passage the following morning. All vessels cruised at their own speed and found moorings suited to their boats 

and planned activities – refuelling boats and crews together with the occasional bit of exercise. We were constantly 

passing each as we got closer to Kingston. 

Vicky can be seen relaxing on the front of Upstream Girl at Bell 

Weir lock at Runnymede. All boats were working well and crews in 

good condition. We did notice that Fred and Keith were getting a 

little more leisurely in their morning start time.   

We were soon to catch up with Frank and Sylvia on their boat 

Eleanor who left a few days before the rest of our flotilla. Frank 

kindly agreed to lead our flotilla down the tidal passage and 

communicate with Port of London, Teddington Lock and the lock 

keeper at Limehouse.   

All boats can be seen below moored at Kingston and ready to go. We left Kingston Friday morning at 9.45am with clear 

skies and a stiff breeze – from the left Upstream Girl, Julie Anne, Serendipity, Sandy Dee, Eleanor and Anya 



 
 

All safely in Teddington lock and VHF radios all working and set to 77. Eleanor set the pace and Serendipity would be at the 

rear to respond quickly if required. 

We left Teddington lock at 10.25am close to our passage plan which was provided by Dave Hansell. In places the water 

was a little choppy mainly due to the strong breeze. Otherwise the weather was perfect for cruising the tidal way.  

The schedule was spot on within a minute and we arrived at 

Wandsworth Bridge about 12.35hrs just in time for the busy 

river traffic. It didn’t disappoint and the boats were doing 

the usual “rock and roll” downstream of the Houses of 

Parliament and doing an invigorating jive close to HMS 

Belfast.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Thames Rocket ribs were doing their best to keep 

the entertainment going. Anya was on her maiden tidal 

journey and can be seen cruising past the London Eye 

and having just come through Tower Bridge with Julie 

Anne astern. 

Our speed had reduced a little as we negotiated the bumpy bit and we reached 

Limehouse Marina at 13.30hrs. Everything went according to plan what possibly 

could go wrong? 

A barge boat was already in the lock meaning only the first of our two Club boats 

were able to enter. Eleanor and Sandy Dee got into the marina to find that half 

our moorings were occupied by sailing boats. Apparently, they had been delayed 

due to the recent high winds. Our remaining crews enjoyed a little more of the 

bumpy stuff before getting into the haven of the marina. 



 
 

Some creative mooring meant we were all able to get alongside the walkway in the short stay visitor mooring. Julianne 

Anne was in the coolest mooring for their two Staffy dogs who would appreciate the shade.  

More entertainment was to follow when we found we were only booked in for two nights. We all received the BWML 

invoices individually and nobody had noticed that an error had been made. My conclusion was the invoice was ambiguous 

and that they must have significantly hiked the prices. The Commodore went to plead mercy with “Colin the marina man” 

who was presented with the original email clearly stating that 3 nights had been booked and confirmed. BWML recognised 

that they had made the error and eventually came to the right decision of letting us stay the extra night at no extra cost. 

The Commodore would not have a mutiny to manage! 

It was just as well that Nick and Debbie’s dogs were in 

the shady spot as temperatures soared on Saturday to 

the hottest day of the year at 35C. 

We enjoyed a nice Saturday evening at The Grapes. 

And despite reserving a table for 12, a party of 8 

arrived earlier, took our table and had started their 

meal. Three tables of four and a free dessert was the 

outcome together with a Commodore with high BP. 

This didn’t spoil the evening and the views from the 

veranda over the river Thames were as good as ever. 

After the meal we all went back to the marina and 

spent a balmy evening exchanging boating tales and 

sampling a few drinks alongside the boats. Trevor 

Colegate was tempting us with tots of rum but 

surprisingly there were no takers. Thankfully, 

temperatures had dropped back to normal on Sunday.  

Many attractions were visited including Body World, 

The Globe, The Cutty Sark, Olympic Park and Canary 

Wharf roof gardens. My favourite visit was Body World, the technology used to display the inner workings of the human 

body were beyond amazing.   

On Sunday morning Pete and Lyn took Serendipity for a cruise on the tidal way and beyond the Thames barrier. On board 

Frank and Sylvia were probably gripping hold of the picnic. They can be seen alongside the huge cruise ship with the masts 

of The Cutty Sark in the background.  



 
 

 

We left Limehouse Marina Monday morning at 11.00am in two groups of three – Eleanor, Sandy Dee, Serendipty and 

Anya, Julie Anne, Upstream Girl. Rear Admiral Bint waited for the second group to exit and follow them back upstream.  

The weather was excellent for the return trip. On Sandy Dee we had an interesting experience with a Police launch who 

came alongside to inform us to keep well clear of a large working barge approaching astern. He then promptly powered up 

creating a wave which gave us a good shaking! 

We all arrived safely back at Teddington lock around 2pm where we entered the lock together. Julie Anne can be seen in 

the foreground having successfully completed her maiden tidal trip. We all had different schedules for making our way 

back upstream on the non-tidal section. 

Sandy Dee and Eleanor moored outside Hampton Court and sampled a 

spectacular firework display which was part of the RHS festival. It 

seemed a fitting conclusion to the Clubs tidal part of the rally.  

On our return journey we came across a large duck at Hurley lock. It 

was being towed by a floating shed and raising money for the RNLI 

whose services we thankfully did not need to use. 

Henley was buzzing with the regatta. As we cruised alongside the 

racing and spectators it was very tempting to don my fancy dress 

stripy jacket and do bit of posing. However, it was far too warm as the 

glorious weather continued to make cruising almost too warm to bear. 

I still prefer a Norman 20 to a posh slipper boat any day!  

Homeward bound we started to meet familiar boats. At Goring, Chris, 

Wendy and their husky Jess on Stargazer shared the lock with us. Special 

thanks to our flagship commander Frank Huddleston and Rear Admiral Pete 

Bint who provided the reassuring cover for our smaller Club boats. 

The whole trip went very well with good company, excellent weather and 

boats and crews that performed extremely well. 

If you’re considering whether to give it a try next time it is a little challenging 

but well worth it.   

Sandy Dee. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The AGM will be held at the Ferryman, Bablock Hythe on Saturday 7
th

 September 2019. 

The meeting will be opened by the Commodore at 5:00 pm prompt. 

 

This year it is time to elect / re-elect a Commodore and Secretary. 

 

You can also put forward a proposal to be discussed at the AGM. 

Proposals must be received by the 9
th

 August 2019. 

To give the committee time to react. 
 

As usual basket meals will be available, followed by a disco. 

Food order forms will be issued later. 

 

You will find election and resolution forms in the members area of the web site. 

http://radcotcruiserclub.co.uk/wp-login.php 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGM 
Yes it’s that time again. 

AGM agenda and details below. 

SRCC AGM Agenda 2019 

Meeting Open  17:00 hrs prompt . . . . . . . Trevor Matthews Commodore  

Apologises for absence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Alan Hill Secretary  

Acceptance of Minutes of last AGM . . . . .  Alan Hill Secretary 

Matters arising from those minutes    

Treasurers report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Trevor Matthews Treasurer  

Proposals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Alan Hill Secretary 

 Election of officers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Alan Hill Secretary 

 Commodores Speech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Trevor Matthews Commodore  

Talk from EA Rep if invitation accepted . . . Seb Cook 

Any Other Business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Trevor Matthews Commodore  

Close Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Trevor Matthews Commodore 

 

http://radcotcruiserclub.co.uk/wp-login.php


 
 

 

 


