
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SRCC Events Calendar for 2021 
See the web site for more details 

2021  

July 23-25 Radfest  at Ye Olde Swan (non club event) 

Aug 28-30 Kings Lock fun weekend 

Sept 11th AGM At The Ferryman 
Oct 9th End of Season Party. At the Trout 

Oct 16th Crane Out 

Your current committee 

Trevor Matthews 
“Sandy Dee” 

Commodore & 
Treasurer 

Vacant Vice Commodore 
 

Alan Hill 
“Sea Chimes” 

Secretary & web site 

Dot Grafton 
“Shimmer” 

Event Secretary 

Dave Hansell  
“Yaw Grace” 

 Event Support 

Pete Bint 
“ Serendipity” 

Event Support 

Sue Hiscock 
 “ Sue & Buoys” 

Event Support 
& Auditor 

Visit us on Facebook 

Next Club Event :   
 

 
Our first event will be Kings Lock, bank 
holiday weekend with Locarno Beat for 
entertainment. Details below. 
 
You can also see the, updated, “Events 
Calendar” on the web site for more details 
of all booked events. 
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Club Burgees  
 Alan and Trevor hold a stock of club flags 
on their boats. You can stop us and buy 
one any time. 
They are £15, sold at cost 

Bob Timms Funeral 

We were sad to lose Bob Timms to cancer. 

During his time on the Committee and 

latterly as Vice Commodore he made a 

significant contribution to the Club. Numbers 

were very limited at the funeral but Trevor & 

Pat, Frank & Silvia. Alan & Jill went to pay our 

respects, personally and on behalf of the 

club. 

The Club made a £200 donation to Cancer 

Research UK which was Bobs chosen charity. 

Steve Neal 
From Geste Amical has recently undergone 
a major cancer operation, 17hrs. We wish 
him well and a speedy recovery. Our 
thoughts also go to his wife Phyll. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kings Lock Event 

All being well with the Covid situation, the do at Kings Lock will go ahead on the late August bank holiday weekend 

28 – 30. We have booked all the moorings. The public moorings above the lock and the overflow below the lock. You 

will be expected to raft up and make bank side space available for those in need. 

You will need to provide your own food and cooking arrangements. Do not put BBQ’s directly on the grass. 

There are no public toilets so use your own facilities on your boats. 

We have entertainment on Saturday evening from Locarno Beat, an excellent group we have had before. No 

doubt, if your in the mood we will have some silly games during the day on Sunday and maybe some music 

in the evening if we can get someone to set it up for us. 

This is only the second time of organising this event but the last time we did it it went down very well. 

 

The troops from last 

time observing the 

game of Aunt Sally. 

 

 

 

New lock keepers  

 
We are still waiting to hear who will be the new permanent 

lock keepers at Rushey & Grafton.  I believe interviews have 

taken place but in its inimitable way the Environment 

Agency are taking their time. 

Likewise the lock houses, which have been empty for a long 

time, have not been updated ready for the new residents.  

(Don’t blame Covid) Which means once a lock keeper has 

been appointed they probably won’t be able to move in this 

season and probably not before Christmas. The lack of 

urgency is mind boggling.  

 

On my recent river trips upstream I have been pleased to 

see a lockie at most locks. We do appreciate this as it helps 

to keep the less able of us on the river. I believe we are 

lucky to have a good group of pleasant and helpful lockies 

in our area. 

Tree Situation 

Those of you who haven’t been out on the river yet will 

see some improvements to the tree problem. 

To date, I have been upstream as far as St John’s and 

down stream as far as Kings. A lot of work has been done 

to clear the navigation. It looks a bit desolate in places 

but as we all know it won’t take long for the trees to 

come back. 

Again, our thanks  to Seb Cooke of the EA for his efforts in 

this area. 



 
 

Crane in 2021 – 17th April, a great day!  

Last minute preparations Friday afternoon before crane in. Andrew Hiscock aboard Sueandbuoys with wife Sue 

supervising and Pat checking the quality of his work. Christian Souch fixing a new fender strip to Schnufty, ably 

assisted by dad Chris. Jill and Christian Bradley fitting a new fender support rail to Maccabuoy. I think most of us 

struggled to get our maintenance done due to the pendemic lockdown and persistent wet winter. This resulted in a 

few “just in time”jobs. 

Saturday morning was cold but lifting conditions were perfect. Keith the King Lifting supervisor can be seen guiding 

us on the assembly of the lifting cradle. Editor’s note: you’d think by now we could remember how to do it. We had a 

slightly delayed start as crane driver Michael toured the area trying to locate the field. Sueandbuoys was the first lift 

of the day and was in the water by 9.15am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We soon had an efficient routine established and boats were on average being lifted about every 6 mins. Michael 

had not previously lifted cruisers but his skill level was very impressive. Shady Deal can be seen below about to be 

lifted.  

 It was very pleasant working under a blue sky with virtually no 

breeze. The Crane 2 area lifts were completed by 1130hrs.  

The Crane was then relocated to the Crane 1 lifting area and 

Alan can be seen directing the driver as he carefully reverses 

the crane into position. The precise position of the turret is 

critical to enable the boom to reach the outlying boats.  

 

 

 



 
 

 

John Bishop was soon afloat but proved a little temperamental to start up. “IT Happens” was soon the air and owner 

Errol had clearly been busy making it look like a new boat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phyll Neal can be seen aboard Geste Amical. Whenever, Sandy Dee 

gets lifted we know we are nearing the end of the lift. Being one of 

the smallest Club boats there was the usual banter of lifting it in by 

hand. Ironically, the crane complained a little as it was the furthest 

distance from the turret. 

 

 

 

At 3pm lifting stopped for a couple minutes in memory of the 

Duke of Edinburgh as he was laid to rest at Windsor. 

Lifting was completed by 3.30pm and Alan and Jill Hill can be  

 

seen enjoying a rest and beer with Steve and 

Val Bullock alongside their motorhome. 

I would like to thank everyone who worked 
hard to make it such a successful day. A 
special thanks to Alan who has planned and 
overseen the planning and lifting operations 
in recent years. He will no doubt be available 
for consultation to help John Raper who has 
kindly volunteered to take over the 
responsibility. I hope you have a great boating 
season and I look forward to seeing many of 
you at our next Club event at Kings Lock. 

Trevor Matthews. 

 



 
 

Simplifying Crane out  

As discussed by the committee, to simplify our crane out administration we will be trialling full payment 

when booking instead of just a deposit.  

 

Those members who are unsure whether they require crane out will be given until the end of August to 

book. However, if they leave it that late they will risk all spaces having been taken.  

We have space for 50 boats with the current profile of club boats. To guarantee a space it is always best to 

book early. 

 

The new process should minimise the number of re-plans required. With the old system some members were 

paying a deposit to reserve a space and for various reasons cancelling late in the process. This results in a lot 

of extra work for those administering the planning and payment process. Crane out pricing is based on an 

average of 50 boats and should be self financing. Boats withdrawing at the last minute can risk a deficit and 

is a planning nightmare. 

  

This year’s price will remain the same as last year and the forms will be on the web site soon.  

You will be notified by email when they are available. 

 

Crane out Tuck Shop 
Whilst on the subject of crane out. We are looking for volunteers to run the tuck shop. Tracy and her band 
have been doing the cooking, ordering and collecting rolls etc for many years which has been much 
appreciated. We would, however, like  whoever volunteers this year to take on the whole arrangement. 
That is erecting the gazebos, tables etc and dismantling it all at the end. 
 
The reason being is, it always seems to fall to the same people, who after a long hard day lifting boats then 
have to worry about dismantling gazebos, and if their wet returning to site when they have dried out. 
 
Last year, due to the problems surrounding Covid we didn’t have a tuck shop at all and no one starved to 
death. The other option is to find a burger van willing to come on site for a few hours. The quality of the 
meat will, no doubt, not be as good as that supplied by Andrew Hiscock “Sue and Buoys” 
I leave it with you to think about. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Committee.  
During Covid the committee have been communicating mainly via email. The minutes will be published in the 
members area of the web site as usual.  

Winter Break 2022. 

Carol Malpass has booked the weekend of the 4th March at The 

Queens Hotel, Eastbourne. 

We have stayed at this hotel before and I think we were all 

satisfied with it. 

The hotel still hasn’t got back to Carol with prices, unfortunately 

these hotels can be very slow. 

You will be notified when we have a price and a booking form. 


