
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SRCC Events Calendar for 2021 
See the web site for more details 

2021  

  

Aug 28-30 Kings Lock fun weekend 

Sept 11th AGM At The Ferryman 

Oct 9th End of Season Party. At the Trout 

Oct 16th Crane Out 

Your current committee 

Trevor Matthews 
“Sandy Dee” 

Commodore & 
Treasurer 

Vacant Vice Commodore 
 

Alan Hill 
“Sea Chimes” 

Secretary & web site 

Dot Grafton 
“Shimmer” 

Event Secretary 

Dave Hansell  
“Yaw Grace” 

 Event Support 

Pete Bint 
“ Serendipity” 

Event Support 

Sue Hiscock 
 “ Sue & Buoys” 

Event Support 
& Auditor 

Visit us on Facebook 

Next Club Event :   

 
Kings Lock, bank holiday weekend 28-30 
Aug.  entertainment from Locarno Beat. 
Details below. 
 
AGM 11th September at The Ferryman 
Bablock. 
 
You can see more details of booked 
events on the web site. 
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Club Burgees  
 Alan and Trevor hold a stock of club flags 
on their boats. You can stop us and buy 
one any time. 
They are £15, sold at cost 

Kings Lock Event 

All being well with the Covid situation, the do at Kings 

Lock will go ahead on the late August bank holiday 

weekend 28 – 30. We have booked all the moorings. 

The public moorings above the lock and the overflow 

below the lock. You will be expected to raft up and 

make bank side space available for those in need. 

You will need to provide your own food and cooking 

arrangements. Do not put BBQ’s directly on the grass. 

There are no public toilets so use your own facilities on 

your boats. 

We have entertainment on Saturday evening from 

Locarno Beat, an excellent group we have had 

before. No doubt, if your in the mood we will have 

some silly games at some point. 

This is only the second time of organising this 

event but the last time we did it it went down very 

well. 

 



 
 

New lock keepers  
New resident Lock keepers have now been appointed for Grafton and Rushey locks. 

They are Juliet Parsons at Rushey and Lee Grice at Grafton. 

Juliet is currently a permanent relief and Lee is new to the EA. 

There is a lot of work to do on the lock houses before they can move in, especially Rushey, so it will be a while before 

they are actually in residence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Break  4 – 6 March 2022. 

Courtesy of Carol Malpass, our organiser, next years winter break will be at the  

The Queens Hotel  Eastbourne. 

The dates (nights) reserved are Fri 4th, Sat 5th & optional 
Sun 6th March 2022. 

Sea view room, double or twin, = £51 per person per night.  
Non sea view room, double or twin, = £36 per person per 
night. 
Single room, all non sea view = £36 per person per night. 
 

Includes: breakfast, dinner and a free drink with dinner.  

Sea View rooms will be strictly booked on a first come first served basis. When they’re gone they’re gone. 

The booking form will be issued at the beginning of September and the Closing date will be30th November. 

A £30 per room deposit will be required at the time of booking. 

As usual you will be notified by email when the form is available. 

In the unlikely event of another Covid lock down next year, refunds will be available up until the day before 

arrival. 

Reminders 

Membership:   

Renewals are due by 1st September. The forms are on the web site. Please complete the form even if 

you do not wish to renew, it helps us with admin. Membership more than 2 weeks overdue will 

deem to have lapsed. 

 

AGM 11th Sept.   

Again, the form is on the web site if you wish to make a resolution or join the committee. 

A food order form will be added soon, you will be notified when it is available. 

Crane Out:  

There are still 9 or 10 spaces available for crane out.  

As you know the cost of crane out is calculated on 50 boats, give or take a couple. If we cannot fill 

these spaces then next year’s costs will probably have to increase to make up the short fall. 

If you do book crane out you will be notified, in good time, via email of your position and time etc. 

 

 
 

Crane out Tuck Shop 
Tracy and her band have agreed to run the tuck shop for crane out but we need volunteers to take 
on the responsibility for erecting the gazebos, tables etc and dismantling it all at the end. 
If we have no volunteers there will probably be no tuck shop. 
 



 
 

 

River User Group Meeting 

I attended the Rug 1 meeting on Wednesday 21st July. The meeting was very poorly attended with the 

Environment Agency represented by Seb Cooke, Technical Officer and Steve Miles, Operational Team 

Leader. 

Several issues were raised on behalf of boaters. Unmanned locks, water points, etc. I will publish the 

minutes on the web site when they are available. 

On the subject of unmanned locks, the busiest time of the year on the river is August when we will see a 

lot of unmanned locks due to some lockies being on annual leave. 

 

 

 

Bank Side River Works. 

If you have ventured down river you may have noticed some heavy diggers working on the right bank at Shifford 

meadow and downstream of Clifton Hamden. Apparently these works are to construct a fish pass. Also at the Clifton 

works a weir will be constructed to connect those works to the main river. The money to pay for this is coming from 

an outside body, not the Environment Agency. 

 
 
 
Moorings at Days Lock 

 
Those of you who have been boating for a number of years will know of the lovely moorings above Days 
Lock. Those moorings provide a great opportunity to walk into Dorchester, where there is a Co-Op and a 
couple of pubs, plus the Abbey. Also a good walk up Wittenham Clumps, with the views across the valley. 
 
Over the last few years the moorings have been more or less out of bounds after a new land owner took 
over the farm and was very aggressive in putting a stop to boats mooring there. He also fenced off foot 
paths and made himself very unpopular with the villagers of Dorchester. 
I am pleased to say there is now another new land owner who is far more amiable. They have opened up 
the foot paths and are involved in the community. There is a whole new atmosphere in the area. 
There are no signs, yet, and while we were there nobody came to collect fees but there is a mooring fee, 
which we paid on line, varying from £7 to £10 depending on where you are. If you wish to pay you can log 
onto their web site at “bishops court farm .com” . 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Getting back to calmer waters 2021!  

It certainly is nice to have things a little more normal and with the long summer days, sun on our backs cruising the 

river is the best place to be. A few snippets from our trip down the river. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Evans at the helm of Stargazer approaching 

Shiiford lock. This particular reach of the river has a 

few narrower areas with a little more tree work 

required. In general the EA have done an excellent job 

working with the local farmers to clear problematic 

overhanging trees on the Upper Thames. In the area 

of Shifford meadow and Clifton Hampton there are a 

series of excavations happening which look like little 

lagoons for perhaps a flooding area. Alan maybe able 

to get some info at the next RUGS meeting. 

 

Mooring is now possible at Days lock 

and the footpaths to Dorchester 

Cathedral are now easily accessible. 

The moorings can be paid for on-line at 

Bishopcourtfarm.com and cost £10 per 

night and are upstream of the lock. The 

charges are £7 per night a little farther 

upstream. It is a lovely mooring also 

giving access to Wittenham clumps just 

visible in the photo. The new owner of 

the site is much friendlier to boaters. 

 

George and Julie enjoying Just Julie in lovely 

weather at Abingdon. We learnt a very important 

lesson when we went shopping and that was not 

to leave the canopy down even when the sun is 

shining. Whilst away from the boat a very black 

cloud appeared from nowhere and a torrential 

downpour occurred. The cockpit got extremely 

wet. Thankfully, Alan and Jill on Sea Chimes saw 

what was happening and hastily fitted the canopy 

in true pit stop fashion. On the upside the boat 

looked like it had been pressure washed. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jill Hill can be seen pulling off an amazing 

illusion at one of the fountains at Cliveden. 

 

The main fountain has been completely 

refurbished. Moorings are available at £10 

per night and fees collected relatively early 

in the morning!  

A boat race was in progress at 

Henley as we passed with crews 

starting their preparation for the 

main Regatta which is on 11-15th 

August. They were going much 

faster than Sandy Dee. The gables 

of the Remenham Club house can 

be seen in the background.  

 

Sea Chimes can be seen cruising past 

the lovely properties at Shillingford. 

There is a nice circular walk taking in 

Wittenham clumps for those who 

are feeling energetic. 

Mooring at Beale Park is available 

and free if you moor just upstream 

of the islands close to the park. 

Mooring fees apply close to the park 

entrance. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

I look forward to seeing you at one of the next Club events and if you would like to write an article for the next 

newsletter it would be most welcome. Enjoy your boating! Trevor Matthews. 

 
 
 
 
 

A very lonely Sandy Dee alone in Molesly lock with 

Hampton Court bridge in the background. I was 

operating yet another lock. No rock and roll on the 

tidal section this trip but hopefully next year a trip 

to Limehouse will be possible. I hope you get some 

quality time on your boat this summer. We did our 

cruise late June during the Euros football. Needless 

to say I didn’t miss any England matches although 

we did’t have a big screen aboard we still enjoyed it 

thanks to some carefully charted 4G signals and a 

laptop. 

. 

Contrary to popular belief I can steer 

the boat, although I think the 

Winsorducktour boat can be seen 

running for cover. Moorings in the 

swimming pool area are still available 

at £8 per night. We chose not to 

venture into Windsor on this occasion 

mostly to avoid any potential contact 

with Covid. 

 

The Jurors sculpture at Runnymead 

resembled a little like our boat Club 

committee meetings over the past 

months. Virtual meetings using 

emails to conduct Club business 

have been order of the day. 

Hopefully, with our Club events now 

back in the schedule business as 

usual will return. 

The Jurors sculpture at Runnymead 

resembled, a little like, our boat club 

committee meetings over the past 

months. Virtual meetings using 

emails to conduct Club business 

have been the order of the day. 

Hopefully, with our Club events now 

back in the schedule business as 

usual will return. 


