
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SRCC Events Calendar for 2021 
See the web site for more details 

2021  
  

Aug 28-30 Kings Lock fun weekend 

Sept 11th AGM At The Ferryman 

Oct 9th End of Season Party & AGM. At the Trout 
Oct 16th Crane Out 

Your current committee 

Trevor Matthews 
“Sandy Dee” 

Commodore & 
Treasurer 

Vacant Vice Commodore 
 

Alan Hill 
“Sea Chimes” 

Secretary & web site 

Dot Grafton 
“Shimmer” 

Event Secretary 

Dave Hansell  
“Yaw Grace” 

 Event Support 

Pete Bint 
“ Serendipity” 

Event Support 

Sue Hiscock 
 “ Sue & Buoys” 

Event Support 
& Auditor 

Visit us on Facebook 

Next Club Event :   

 
9th Oct. End of Season Party and AGM 
At the Trout Lechlade AGM @ 5:00  
Entertainment Pete Watkins 
 
16th Oct. Crane Out 
Weather and River permitting. 
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Club Burgees  
 Alan and Trevor hold a stock of club flags 
on their boats. You can stop us and buy 
one any time. 
They are £15, sold at cost 

Long standing Members & Members passed 

Vera Lazeras. 

Long standing members will remember Vera 

Lazarus. Trevor contacted her and she is still 

going strong and bright as a button. She was  

one of the clubs first Secretaries and along with 

Roy Farman she was one of the original crane 

out organisers over 20 years ago. 

Ted Strange 

Again those of you who have been in the club for 

a many years will remember Ted & Iris Strange. 

They had a few different boats over the years, 

the last one being Blue Iris. 

Iris passed away quite a few years ago but Ted 

passed on 15th July 2021 aged 91. 

 



 
 

New lock keepers Update 

Work on the Grafton Lock House is almost complete and the Lock keeper, Lee Grice, will be moving in soon.  

Though probably not before the end of the season. 

Work on the Lock House at Rushey has not yet started. The new lock keeper there, Juliet Parsons, is unlikely to be in 

residence before Christmas, not saying which Christmas though.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Break  4 – 6 March 2022. 

Booking form is now on the web site 

Courtesy of Carol Malpass, our organiser, next years winter break will be at the  

The Queens Hotel  Eastbourne. 

The dates (nights) reserved are Fri 4th, Sat 5th & optional 
Sun 6th March 2022. 

Sea view room, double or twin, = £51 per person per night.  
Non sea view room, double or twin, = £36 per person per 
night. 
Single room, all non sea view = £36 per person per night. 
 

Includes: breakfast, dinner and a free drink with dinner.  

Sea View rooms will be strictly booked on a first come first served basis. When they’re gone they’re gone. 

In the unlikely event of another Covid lock down next year, refunds will be available up until the day before 

arrival. 

 

 

Reminders 

Membership:   

Renewals were due by 1st September with a 2 week grace period. Trevor has sent out several 

reminders. If you do not reply your membership will lapse.  

Crane Out 

Crane out is now full. We have had a bit of a shock from King Lifting with a large price increase. 

More info on this at the AGM. 

The latest plans, from John, are included at the bottom of this news letter. I have also put them in 

the Library on the web site. John will be re-issuing all crane out people with up to date instructions 

and times very soon. The field is in a bit of a state but John is working on the land owner to get the 

rubbish etc removed. 

Crane out Tuck Shop 
Our thanks to Tracy and her helpers for her past efforts but there will be no tuck shop again this 
year. Bring your own bacon rolls and drinks.  
 



 
 

A Fun Bank holiday weekend at Kings Lock: 27-29th August 2021 

Our first opportunity to meet as a boat club since the pandemic started and I’m pleased that it was well supported. 

For some of us the weekend started early on a lovely warm sunny Thursday afternoon with the collection of the 

marquee and lighting for the band from our Club shed at Radcot Lock. 

I could just about remember the combination for the lock as it was a couple years since it had been used. John 

O’Hara the Radcot locky was there to supervise the loading of our supply vessel Shimmer. A large photo has been 

included to enable that rare sighting of John. The angle makes Sandy Dee look bigger than Shimmer which is 

certainly not the case. 

Plan A had been for Sea Chimes to collect the gear but Alan Hill had cut the top off his middle finger on his right hand 

the weekend before, so lifting a heavy marquee was not an option. Alan could be seen with his arm in a sling for 

most of the weekend and became affectionately known as Lord Nelson. 

 

We spent a pleasant Thursday evening moored at Shifford meadow waiting for more of the SRCC flotilla to cruise 

past on Friday morning making their way to Kings Lock. 

Dave Free the Kings Lock keeper had done a great job preparing signage for our week end moorings and there was 

room for at least 20 boats. Most of us arrived on Friday after a chilly cruise down river. The temperature had 

noticably changed from Thursday and we had to put the warm weather gear on. Binty and Bullock were early on the 

scene with only a short cruise from Eynsham and were able to act as our harbour masters. They did a great job and 

most boats were moored in an orderly fashion by mid afternoon. 



 
 

 

The first fun event was to put up the marquee for the band. As usual, it presented the usual  cries of “how does this 
go?” Thankfully, it was dry and relatively easy in the sheltered spot where it was to be placed. It was a good team 
effort.  

Dot can be seen looking as if she is about to do the pole vault which was presumably inspired by our recent GB pole 
vaulting bronze medal in the Olympic Games. Our ladies can also be seen putting their backs into it. 

 

The two pop up marquees were much quicker to put up and and by this time we had more helpers involved. Lord 
Nelson can be seen supervising operations and encouraging Pete Bint to pull up his shorts which seems to be a 
common problem for most construction workers. He is also getting quite a lot of sympathy from Karen, Val and 
Brenda with Karen’s dog Duke looking on is disbelief.  



 
 

Friday evening was very relaxed as we chatted alongside the boats. It was really nice to have face to face 

conversations after the long periods of the Covid lockdowns.  

 

Saturday afternoon was the time to play some of the many games on offer including Aunt Sally, field darts, boule, 

badminton, hoopla and cricket. These were organised by Lady Hamilton (Jill) and Pat. 

The blue riband event was the Aunt Sally game which involved almost everybody (27) throwing their quota of six 

sticks attempting knock off the Aunt Sally dolly. The game consisted of three rounds with people who failed to score 

being eliminated each round. The hot shots and favourites from the first round were Jim Lovatt and Frank 

Huddleston who each scored three successful hits. After the first round 14 players were through to the next round 

after which Lady Hamilton, Steve Grafton, Kevin Roberts and Pete Bint made it through to the final round with two 

hits each. The four players in the final were obviously tiring and only one player managed a successful strike. Hot 

shot of the day was Pete Bint who was presented with a bottle of wine for his fine achievement.  

 

Karen Dickinson can be seen throwing the stick trying to knock the wooden Aunt Sally dolly off the pole. Duke is 

looking on not sure whether he has to fetch the stick. Pat can be seen umpiring and sat in the shade keeping out of 

the warm sunshine. 

 



 
 

Lynne from Serendipity collecting her darts in a relaxed game against 

Escapology. Steve and Pete can be seen discussing tactics with dog Molly 

lying down and not interested as the game didn’t involve a ball.  

The evening 

was soon on us 

and the band 

Locarno Beat 

were soon 

attempting to 

carry their gear 

across the lock 

gates. With a 

fair bit of help 

from our crews 

they were soon 

set up and ready to play. 

Locarno Beat played us a nice range of music mostly well known 

covers from the 60s with many memorable songs from the Beatles, 

Rolling Stones, Elvis etc. The small dance area was occupied all night 

as it was the first time for many of us to be free from the Covid 

restrictions. 

It was nice to see Mary Timms (in the pink fleece)  dancing as she 

had made a special effort cycling to Kings Lock. She sadly lost Bob 

our former Vice Commodore to prostate cancer earlier in the year. 

Bob had been a volunteer lock keeper at Kings Lock for several years 

and it was his suggestion to use Kings Lock for Club events. 

The band played until 11pm and by that time most of us 

were tired and ready to retreat to our boats. 

The band appreciated the assistance of carrying their gear 

back to there vehicle. More of a challenge in the dark. 

 

Pat and I chaperoned the band from the site and 

locked the boundary gate to the site. We were 

treated to a nice walk back to the lock under a lovely 

moon and twinkling stars. There was a mist hanging 

over the river creating one of those special moments 

when you are close to the river 



 
 

Sunday morning was relaxed with time to chat with friends and even have a face to face Committee meeting. Kevin 
Roberts and his new Dachshund puppy (her name was something beginning with L….) can been seen chatting to 
Dave Free. 

There was also time to enjoy messing about on the river. Various craft were launched bankside including  a couple of 
inflatables, canoes and paddle boards. I had my first attempt at paddle boarding and even managed to stay dry. I 
don’t think I’d like to circumnavigate the UK on one like some brave soul did very recently. 

 

Escapology crew 

Val and Steve 

tried their hands 

at canoeing 

along with Jill 

and Pat.  

 

 

A relatively short paddle takes you towards the Oxford canal and the many live aboards that the EA moved out of the 

city moorings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The afternoon was spent playing a form of cricket where everyone participating got to bat, bowl, keep wicket and 
score. The rules included not hitting the ball in the river. It proved great fun and there were no injuries as a soft ball 
and plastic cricket bat were being used. Geoff Shirley played cricket in his younger days and probably had the most 
style when batting. 

I would like to thank Frank Huddleston for his aerial shot of the boats using his drone. I admire his confidence flying 
over the water.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Most boats started making their way back to their upstream moorings on Monday morning.  Some went further 
downstream to enjoy more cruising.  

 

Fred Martin bankside by his boat Anya with Chris Evans wishing Serendipity Bon Voyage on her short trip back to her 
Swinford Bridge mooring at Eynsham.    

Lock keeper Tom was on duty at Shifford lock to assist us through the lock. Siberian husky Tess aboard Stargazer was 
surprised to be greeted by two of her husky mates for a brief doggy chat. 

 

A great fun weekend was had by all and almost everything went to plan – we received unfortunate news about the 

roof at The Ferryman causing us to change the venue and timing of our Club AGM. Since writing this article Lord 

Nelson has been stripped of his title and I am glad to say his finger is well on the mend. 

I would like to thank all those who managed to come to the event and make it such an enjoyable weekend. 

Trevor “Sandy Dee” 

Edotors note:  
The table saw has been relegated to the back of the garage in disgrace. Thank you to all those who provided me with 
sympathy and thanks to all those who took the p***. 



 
 

THE EVIL OF ETHANOL  

Ethanol – A Mechanics View’. Why all the fuss over Ethanol? For a start it will degrade rubbers, plastics and 
cork etc. How long this will take I have not found out. It may be months, it may be years. I believe the fuel 
hoses required for the BSS examination are compatible with up to 15% Ethanol, but please don’t take my 
word for it. I need to investigate further on this one. Secondly, Ethanol is hygroscopic and will absorb 
moisture. One outboard motor manufacturer suggested this may be an issue within 3 weeks and our boats 
sit for 6 months without being used. Most manufacturers state that fuel should be less than 30 days old 
and stored in a sealed container. That’s pretty difficult with a boat. A small amount is not a problem in a 
car that is being driven regularly. However, once the Ethanol has absorbed a certain amount of moisture, 
phase separation occurs and the water sinks to the bottom of the tank. This water, which still contains 
some Ethanol I’d Like to offer the following comments regarding Ethanol in petrol, and the recent increase 
from 5% to 10% in ‘regular’ unleaded. Note that, for the time being at least, ‘Super Unleaded’ will only 
contain a maximum of 5%. In 5 years time the data will be analysed to decide whether to remove E5 
completely. Most of this information I have taken from an article in the Alfa Romeo Owners Club magazine, 
entitled ‘The Evil of mixed with it, becomes acidic and is very corrosive and can dissolve aluminium, zinc, 
brass, copper and steel components. Inside fuel pumps and carburettors when the fuel evaporates it often 
leaves a brown lumpy substance that blocks fuel ways and jets etc. Running problems. Because Ethanol 
burns better this effectively leans the mixture. E10 fuel runs approximately 2.6% leaner than straight 
petrol. The result is loss of power and a hotter running engine. Not really a big deal, but the long term 
effects may be detrimental, especially as our engines run at steady low revs. There are questions about 
volativity, which leads to hot starting problems. Laying up over winter. The author of the article believes 
you should leave a metal tank full to the brim. This reduces the amount of condensation that forms in the 
tank, which with the air causes the tank to rust. This would not be a problem for those with stainless steel 
tanks. Going back to the second issue above, that would mean leaving petrol in the tank for much longer 
than 30 days. My own view is that we leave our tanks relatively empty, but don’t forget to refill with fresh 
petrol BEFORE setting off after crane-in. (As several of you will recall, Gandalf ran out of petrol before 
reaching her mooring following crane-in!) So what to do? Option one is to stick with ‘regular’ unleaded at 
10% and suffer the potential consequences. This could be dangerous in a boat as the engine could fail at 
any time without warning. There are additives that you could try but the author has no experience to offer 
advice. Option two is use the more expensive ‘super’ unleaded at up to 10p a litre extra. I use around 250 
litres a year so that would mean about £25 more a year. Option three is a little extreme! Re-engine the 
boat and install a modern diesel. Option four is even more extreme – give up boating! I’m sure that is not 
an option many of us would take just because of E10. What happens next? I wanted to share this with you 
before crane-out, and I have been busy planning that. Given more time: 1 - Further investigation into the 
use of additives to reduce the impact of Ethanol. 2 – Confirm the suitability of the existing hose 
specification. 3 – If anyone has any further information then please share it. Many of us have petrol 
powered boats and are quite worried about the future. Now Esso super unleaded is Ethanol free, except in 
Devon, Cornwall, North Wales, North England and Scotland? And BP super unleaded is Ethanol free except 
in the Southwest of England? This is because E5 may contain ‘up to’ 5% Ethanol. However, the Government 
have mandated that E10 must contain 10% Ethanol, so no getting around it. Just before you go, did you 
know that winter petrol is not the same as summer petrol? Don’t ask me why. With thanks to Adrian 
Jardine of the Alfa Romeo Owners  

Club. John Raper (Gandalf) 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 


