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Next Club Event :
Crane In 2nd April
New Members Night 9th April
Queens Jubilee Party 4th June

See the web site for more details

2022
April 2nd
April 9th
May 27-29
June 4th
June 17-19
July 16th
July 22-24
August 26-28
Sept 10th
Oct 15th
Oct 22nd

Reminders
Crane In 2 April
See instructions at the end of this news letter.
Club Burgees
Alan and Trevor hold a stock of club flags on their boats. You
can stop us and buy one any time.
They are £15, sold at cost

Crane in Grafton
New members evening at The Swan
Lechlade Festival (non club event)
Summer Party. Lechlade Village hall
Club Tidal Trip to Limehouse
Quiz Night at The Swan
Radfest at The Swan (non club event)
Kings lock weekend
AGM at the Lechlade Village Hall
End of Season party at The Trout
Crane Out Grafton

Your current committee
Trevor Matthews “Sandy
Dee”
Vacant

Commodore & Treasurer

Alan Hill
“Sea Chimes”
Dot Grafton “Shimmer”

Secretary & web site

Pete Bint
“ Serendipity”
Sue Hiscock
“ Sue & Buoys”

Event Support

Vice Commodore

Event Secretary

Event Support
& Auditor

Queens Jubilee.
Our summer party on the 4th June will be celebrating the
Queens Jubilee.
We have booked the Lechlade Village Hall (The Ferryman is
unavailable). We will decorate the hall with bunting etc, we
have a pork roast booked and music from Evergreen. Bring
your own booze.
It would be a nice idea to decorate your boats in a patriotic
fashion.
You never know there may even be a bottle of wine for the
best boat.
Booking forms will be issued at a later date. The event will
be heavily subsidised at about £6.00 per head.

I have put in the library of the web site
some lock & boating info, courtesy of John
Raper that you may find useful to print off
and keep on your boat.
Cntrl +Click here
There is a RUGS (river user group) meeting
at the Swan Radcot on 23rd March at 19:30
This is an open meeting with
representatives from the EA.

Winter break – The Queens Hotel 4-6th March 2022
Most of us arrived Friday afternoon on a fine breezy day. The weather remained much the same whilst we were at
Eastbourne so we were lucky we didn’t get wet. A total of 37 of us enjoyed a nice weekend.
The hotel is close to the pier and nicely located for the promenade which must be a couple of miles long with
Hastings to the east and Beachy Head, Birling Gap and the Seven Sisters to the west.

A popular destination was Hastings with all its connections to 1066, a pier and old sector to the east of the town with
customary narrow streets and a fish market. Beachy Head offered lovely views towards Eastbourne and west to the
Seven Sisters.

A few of us ventured to the Sovereign Marina at
the east end of the promenade to see lots of nice
boats surrounded by expensive looking
apartments.

Entertainment was provided each evening allowing the opportunity for a dance and sing along to a variety of music.

There was a bingo session every evening and Jill Hill can be seen wielding
her dabber to great effect. She managed a full house winning a huge sum
of money..........

After a “rusty nail (Whisky &
Drambuie) ” some brave souls even
went for a midnight paddle at the
seashore. Apparently, it was an
exhilarating experience with Alan Hill
providing foot drying duties for the
participants.

I would like to thank Carol Malpass for organising
the weekend and those of you who made the
journey to Eastbourne for some refreshing sea
air.
If you weren’t able make it this time then maybe
try a winter break next year.
I look forward to seeing some of you at crane in
with hopefully lighter wind conditions.
Trevor Matthews

Future Winter Breaks
This years winter break was very enjoyable with some good fun had by all. As stated above, 37 members and guests
attended. In the past we have had double that number and more. Has this event run its course, have you other ideas
of where to go or what to do? Something for you to think about. Please talk to or email any committee member with
ideas, suggestions.

Crane In 2nd April
Crane in is scheduled for 2nd April, weather and river permitting.
This year it is the turn of those on crane 1 (nearest the lock) to go in first.
If your boat is in this group please be at the field by 8:00am.
If you are on crane 2 you can have a lie in and be there for 10:30
You are welcome to come earlier if you wish to help. Remember we are all volunteers and we are all
getting older with more aches and pains.
We keep an eye on the weather forecast (wind is our enemy). If crane in has to be postponed you will be
notified. This is a last resort but it could be postponed for a day or a week. In this event it’s your
responsibility to make arrangement to be there at the new time. If your boat is unattended at the time of
crane in it will be put into the water and tied to the bank. In this event the club accepts no responsibility.
If you have any doubts or need further information, especially if it’s your first time, please contact John
Raper 07866 095206, Trevor Matthews 07967 560523 or Alan Hill 07718 060241
Due to planning restrictions and a request from the land owner ALL BOATS, no matter what their
condition, will be returned to the water on that day.
Please do not leave any rubbish behind, clear the area around your plot.
Please remove your timbers and stands as soon as possible and at least by the following weekend.
A few tips for returning your boat to the water, especially for those newer members and those of us with
failing memories.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Turn on sea cock
Refit any hoses, impellers, removed to drain tanks etc.
Check you have fuel and turn on fuel taps.
Charge batteries, we usually have a couple of non starters on the day.
Display your river licence.
Re fit your mooring ropes.
Replace fenders.
Many other things I can’t remember.

Below are health & safety rules for the day, please read.

Boat Lifting Opperations. General Health & Safety Instruction for Members
Members are asked to abide by the following instructions in order to ensure everyone’s safety, as far as possible.
These instructions apply to both crane out and crane in.
Unless you are directly involved in assisting the crane crews, stay out of the lifting area and away from the cranes. If
you feel you want to help please approach the crane supervisor who will alocate you to a task.
Cars are to be parked in the designated area. No vehicles are to be parked on the track until both cranes have
departed. Members children must not be allowed to run around the field. Please keep dogs on a lead.
All boats must have third party insurance.
For Crane Out It is the owners responsibility to provide suitable chocking material and props.
You must not sit or work on your boat whilst other boats are being lifted around you.
It is the owners responsibility to be in attendence when his/her boat is lifted. A representative should be appointed
if you are unable to attend and the crane out/in organiser informed. It is not the committees resposibility.
There will be safety officer/s on site. If they ask you to move or to stop doing something it will be for a good reason
please follow their instructions.
All crane crews must wear appropriare PPE, especially hard hats.
If we all bear these points in mind and treat the area with respect we can hopefully complete the job safely with no
personal injuries.
After crane in you are expected to clear the area, around where your boat stood, of rubbish and debris.
Remove your chocking materials from site asap and at least by the following weekend.
Failure to follow the above advice could result in you being refused crane out in the future.
By completing your original crane out application you are agreeing to these conditions.

Future Crane Out & In
This year we have been hit with a double blow from King Lifting.
They have increased the fee we pay for the cranes and equipment, which we have not had for some time. Also from
April the cranes can no longer use red diesel so the fuel price increase has been passed onto the customer. However
the hire fee we pay is still very good value.
Due to these increases next years fee to members will also have to rise. We envisage the cost will need to be in the
area £195 / £235 / £275 for small, medium and large boats respectively assuming that a similar quantity of boats is
scheduled to be lifted and there are no further increases in costs.
We may also need to revert to the old deposit system for booking crane out. This is more work for the committee
but it is a way of you showing commitment and for us to have an early idea of numbers. If applications drop
significantly we will have to rethink the plans maybe going down to one crane instead of two.
Whilst on the subject of crane out I would like to remind all members that it is a non profit exercise and all the heavy
work on the day is done by volunteer members. Unfortunately it is the same group every year and as stated above
none of us are getting any fitter or younger. If some more able members do not come forward there will come a
time when we will physically be unable to do it ourselves. This either means the service will stop or we will have to
have a rethink. This could be insisting that each boat has at least two able bodies to do the slinging or we pay for
help which will increase the price even more. This could also put us in the area of a commercial operation with all
the extra rules and regs that entails.

